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Helping people toward a better future  

 Lend a Hand Society 
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Lend A Hand Society   prov ides f inanc ia l  ass is tance  
to  low - incom e fam i l ies,  indiv idua ls ,  sen io rs  and  
d isab led  p eop le  p r im ar i l y  in  t he  g rea ter  Boston,  
M assachuse t ts  a rea .  Work ing  w i th  advocates at  non-
p rof i t  soc ia l  se rv ice  agencies  who make  reques ts  on  
beha l f  o f  the i r  c l ien ts ,  LAH ass is ts  in  mee t ing  the  
bas ic  needs o f  t ho se who  need  help  and  does  so  in  
a  t im e ly ,  d ign i f ied  way.    

                                                         HISTORY 

 

Lend A Hand Society  wa s fo unde d in  1 890 by  D r .  
Ed ward  E vere t t  Ha le  and  inc orpora ted  i n  18 92.   D r .  H a le  
wa s  a  renow ned ph i l oso pher ,  au tho r ,  U n i ta r i an  m in i s te r  
and  ph i la n throp is t  who se ph i l osop hy  o f  reach in g  ou t  to  
he lp  pe op le  i n  need  b ecam e the  gu id ing  p r inc ip le  fo r  LA H.    
Ha le  p la yed an  im por tan t  ro le  in  m an y  s oc ia l  i ssu es  o f  h i s  
day  -  the  ab o l i t i on  o f  s lavery ,  the  tem peranc e mov eme nt ,  
the  U .S .  S an i ta ry  Com m is s io n ,  the  fo rm at ion  o f  the  
As soc ia ted  C har i t ie s  and  wor ld  pea ce mo vem ents .   I n  
189 0,  in  p ar tn ersh ip  w i th  Sa ra h Br igham ,  LAH  b egan  to  
sen d books  to  p r i son s ,  ru ra l  l i b ra r ie s  and sch oo ls  in  th e  
So uth  regard less  o f  the  rac e  o f  the ir  s tude nts .   L oca l l y ,  
Ha le  w as  invo lved  in  the  e s tab l is hme nt  o f  the  F loa t ing  
Ho sp i ta l  f o r  Ch i l d re n .   H is  bo ok ,  ”Ten T im es On e is  T en”  
wa s  th e  in sp i ra t io n  fo r  the  r i se  o f  ove r 8 00 Lend  A Han d 
Club s .   H a le ’ s  p h i lo sophy  a nd m any wo nder fu l  mo ttos  
con t inu e to  te ach and  ins p ire  u s  over  a  century  l a te r .  

 
I  am only one, but sti l l  I  am one.   
I  cannot do everything,  
but  st il l  I  can do something.   
And because I cannot do everything,  
I  wi ll  not  refuse to do something that I can do .  
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Miles and Linda Hapgood 
Elsie Herrmann 
Nancy and Thomas Inui 
Margaret Jackson 
Elizabeth and Stephen Kendrick 
Beth Logan 
Ian Marlier 
Mark Nielsen 
Dean and Toby Rodman 
Mary L. Scudder 
Jim Semp 
Thomas Stenson 
Trinity Episcopal Church  
Eleanor Williams 
Howard and Lenore Winkler 

 

 
Nancy S. Inui                           P r e s i d e n t  
Eleanor Wil liams                      V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  
Mark Chadbourne                     T r e a s u r e r  
El izabeth Kendrick                    C l e r k  

              The Reverend Sarah Clark 
Thomas H. Dahi ll  
Ada Focer 
Darcy Fuguet 
Wil liam Gregor 
Elsie Herrmann 
Joseph A. McOsker, I I I   
Robert Sessions 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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Lend A Hand Society is grateful to the many donors whose 
contributions make our work possible. We would also like to thank  
the anonymous donors who are not included in this list as well as 
those who contribute in numerous other ways. 
 
Paul Carroll 
Mark Chadbourne 
Richard Chute 
Chester and Ellen Clark 
Sarah Clark 
Nancy Cooper and Bruce Meltzer 
Thomas Dahill 
Mary Ann Daily 
First Church Boston 
First Church Boston - South Friendly Society 
Ada Focer 
Robert Frank and Jennifer Coplon 

 Lending a caring hand   Preventing eviction 

  Partnering for results Making a difference 

Grants for rental assistance 
helped to prevent over 290 
evictions of families and 
individuals 

Donors 

 
INCOME: 
    Donat ions                           $59,174 
    Foundat ions                            47,000 
    Endowment funds                            84,000    
Total Income                                   $190,174 
 
EXPENSES: 
     Grants:  
          Emergency Assistance           $116,820 
          Camperships                             12,000 
          Book Mission                               2,730 
     General Expenses                          58,631 
Total Expenses                                $190,181 

 

For  the year  ended December  31,  2014 

LAH worked with 107 non-
profit organizations in the 
Greater Boston area 

Helping people in a 
simple, dignified, 
respectful and caring way 

 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

SUPPORT 

 

 THE YEAR 

LAH helped 485 
households address 
emergency situations 



 

 

 
§ rent to prevent eviction 
§ security deposits to secure permanent housing 
§ furniture storage and moving costs to keep household 

belongings   
§ household supplies and equipment for those moving into 

independent living situations or settling into housing after  
being homeless 

§ utilities for clients at risk of heat or electricity shut-off during 
the winter months  

§ prosthesis replacements, orthopedic shoes, braces, special 
insulin pumps for diabetic patients, hospital mattresses for 
bedridden patients moving home after hospitalization  

§ medical support for AIDS and other patients  
§ eyeglasses, hearing aids, dentures for elderly and others 
§ ESL classes for individuals of foreign birth help them begin a 

new life in this country 
§ employment training and certification programs  
§ GED fees to help individuals begin careers and move toward 

financial independence 

 

PROGRAM  GRANTS 2014  

 

Emergency Assistance  

 
Requests received                      867 
Referring partner agencies       107 

Grants made                                 485 

Amount of grants              $116,820 

Grants for the year Partner Agencies 

    hospitals 

health clinics  

city human service agencies 

community action programs 

homeless shelters 

legal aid programs 

immigrant services programs 

elder services agencies 

domestic violence programs 

job training programs 

daycare centers 

state human service agencies 

state housing agencies 

veterans services agencies 

AIDS programs 

child protection agencies 

 

Back rent                    60%            

Security deposits        4% 

Moving and storage    1%        

Utility bills                  29% 

Medical/dental             5%        

Job training              > 1% 

Daycare                     > 1% 

Providing for basic needs 
of families and individuals 

How LAH Emergency Assistance grants make a 
difference in people’s lives  

                      Grants                                                                           6 
Amount of grants                                              $12,000 
 

Grants to non-profit camping agencies provided scholarships for children and 
teenagers.  Camperships benefit inner city youth who are given the opportunity 
to attend creative, educational, recreational and nurturing camp programs in rural 
settings outside the city. 

 

Camperships 

 

 Book Mission 

 Grants                                                                          4 
 Amount of grants                                               $2,730 

 
Grants were made to non-profit organizations, schools and colleges for the 
purchase of books for their lending libraries and educational programs for 
children, teens and adults to promote literacy and a love of books. 

 


