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•	Helping with an electric bill from a parent reestablishing her life after
suffering from the trauma of domestic violence, including financial abuse
that had left her solely responsible for many bills

•	Moving costs for a person with a physical disability requiring use of
a wheelchair. After her landlord increased her rent, which her social
security benefits would not cover, LAH offset the expense of the move

•	Help catching up on a utility bill for a single parent, who fell behind after
losing her job for missing too many days of work when her child was sick.
Like many households, she had also lost a vital pillar of support in 2021,
her grandfather, who had raised her

Lend A Hand could not have responded to these appeals from our neighbors 
without you, LAH’s friends. Thank you for helping us make a difference in the 
lives of these and many other households in our community.

Warm regards,

Erica Harmon 
Board President

18.9%
of the population in Boston 
lives below the poverty line

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your commitment to Lend A Hand in a second year of 
unprecedented need in the Greater Boston community. You once again 
responded to LAH appeals with generosity, allowing LAH to help more 
households with emergency assistance grants than ever before.

Your support made it possible for over 600 households to pay back-owed 
rent and avoid eviction, catch up on utility bills, and pay necessary costs 
like eyeglasses, state ID fees, moving costs, and dental or medical bills. 

The case workers making these requests are experts and typically come to 
LAH when options for help are scarce. Each household assisted in 2021 had 
a complex and personal narrative that brought them to LAH, as they did not 
have the safety net of friends or family to call on in their time of crisis. Some 
requests we received included:



OUR MISSION

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Lend A Hand Society strives to 
improve the lives of families,  
individuals, seniors and disabled 
people in the Greater Boston area. 

Working with social workers,  
case managers, and advocates 
at nonprofit agencies who make 
requests on behalf of their clients, 
LAH provides financial assistance  
in a timely, dignified way to those 
who need help.

Grant Areas We Support

17,975
An estimated

people in MA experience  
homelessness on any given day 

“... thanks to Lend A Hand Society 
for once again stepping in to 
assist a client in great need. I am 
in receipt of the check on behalf 
of the family who is enormously 
grateful and asked that I tell you 
how thankful they are to LAH. 
Your assistance has brought a 
bright spot to the family, in a 
time of hardship.”

Sylvia M. Kelly
Clinician 

Housing Stabilization Advocate 
City of Cambridge



2021
LAH GRANTS AT WORK

1,077

160

605

$290,995

$67,469

$8,998

$202,650

$5,539  

requests for emergency assistance 
from over 105 nonprofit agencies 
averaging over $81,397 per month

Boston-area households received rent assistance grants to help 
prevent eviction and homelessness, totaling over

Storage, moving,  
transportation, appliances

emergency assistance grants 
made in 2021, totaling

nearly 24% of our total emergency 
assistance grants made

covered medical + dental 
costs, rehabilitation,  

eyeglasses, medicines

was granted to cover 
utility costs



$17,250

$3,259

“

was granted to cover book costs  
for programs at nonprofits, schools, 
and colleges promoting literacy  
and a love for reading

During this very uncertain and 
difficult time, it is nice to know 
that agencies, like Lend A Hand, 
are there to help people in need.  
Please know that your assistance 
is greatly appreciated.”

Risa and Ellen
Family Resource Advocates 

Center for Early  
Relationship Support 

Jewish Family & Children’s Service

was granted to 7 summer  
camp programs to  

provide scholarships for  
inner-city youth

was granted to cover 
utility costs



FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2021

LAH financial for the AR 2021

INCOME	 $327,765 
Donations		  $170,517 
PPP Grant		  $6,300 
AG Gas Assistance Grant*		  $65,631 
Interest & Dividends		  $85,317

EXPENSES	 $386,375 
Grants

Emergency Assistance		  $290,995 
Camperships		  $17,250 
Book Mission		  $3,259 
Operations		  $74,871

Grant Areas We Support

LAH 2021 GRANTS

The difference between income and expenses  
         was made up by prior year generous support.

21.7%

6.7%
5.5%

1%

65.1%

*�Attorney General’s Office Gas Grant is part of two year 
grants carried over from prior year

Utilities 

Rent 

Campership 

Book Mission 

Other Emergency Assistance



Barbara Abend
Christine Allen and Daniel Huss
Alma Antoniotti and Gail Jennes
Katharine Bachman
Molly and Sandy Batchelder
Michael Beaulieu
Ruth Bodian
Deborah and David Brooks
Jacob Brown
Lauren Buck
Sarah Buermann
Robin Carpenter
Mark Chadbourne
Patricia and Richard Chute
Sarah Clark
Joan Collins
Robin Cooke
Nancy Cooper and Bruce Meltzer
Johanna and Marvin Cooper
Jennifer Copeland and Robert Frank
Elizabeth Curran
Edith Dabney
Sally and Bert Dane
Barbara Denton
Jennifer Drayton
Lilia Dubois
Margaret Eifert and Paul Wendelgass
Luise Erdmann
Lisa Fenichel
Tom and Elle Fisher
Ada Focer*
Ed Ford and Gilbert Arenaza
Daniel Fournier and Philip Kane
Floyd Fowler
Mark Fowler
Lynda Freshman
Karen Freund
Marilyn and Lewis Gaffen

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
AND SUPPORTERS

THANK YOU TO
OUR DONORS

Lend A Hand Society is grateful to the many donors whose 
contributions make our work possible. We would also like to thank 

the anonymous donors who are not included in this list as well as 
those who contribute in numerous other ways.

Sandra Gavin
William and Grace Gregor*
Jeanne Gugino
Kasha Gula
Miles and Linda Hapgood
Erica Harmon and Ben Newcomer
Susan Haskell
Elsie Herrmann
Linda and Joseph Hicks
Pam and Todd Hixon
Nancy and Tom Inui*
Tazo and Edny Inui
Margaret Jackson
John Jalbert
Ellen Jawitz
Mark Jensen
Cheryl and Stephen Jonas
Carolyn Jordan and Harry Fair III
Diane and Glenn Kaplan
Elizabeth and Stephen Kendrick
Naomi Kling
Sara Kochanowski
Jo-Ann Kwass
Alice Lee
Carol and Werne Lohe
Madison Louis and Jonathan Soyt
Korinne and Richard Manders
Ian Marlier
Mary Lou McLean
M. Elizabeth Murray
Ann and Taft Murray
Jolene and Randy Newcomer
Rosemary and Carl Nielsen
Mark Nielsen
Mary Ellen Normen
Shaun O’Hearn
Melissa and Sam Perry
Joshua Perry

Stephanie Peters
Karin Peterson
Loumona Petroff
Sue Reamer
Mary Richmond
Mary Scudder
Natasha Seaman
Heidi Seiger
Robert Sessions*
Jane and Ben Siegel
Lionel Silberman
Mark Sommer
Jinny St. Goar
Henry and Suzanne Stimpson
Carol and Ralph Stuart
Michael Sugar
Nancy Sullivan
Kathleen Thompson
Rikki Tracy and Matthew Stebbins
Will Tsoules and Dana Leahy
John and Susan Welch
Andrew Welch
Lenore and Howard Winkler
Elizabeth Wolfson
Kenneth and Dorothy Woodcock

*LAH Legacy Society member

Foundations/Organizations/Other
First Church Boston
First Church Chestnut Hill
Institute for Cultural Exchange
Jean Nichols Charitable Trust
Libra Foundation
Phillips Family Charitable Foundation
Saquish Foundation
Springboard Enterprises
The Sultan Family



BOARD & STAFF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Erica Harmon | President

Robert Sessions | Vice President

William Gregor | Treasurer

Lynda Freshman | Clerk

Raphael Brickman

Mark Chadbourne

Thomas Dahill

Darcy Fuguet

Nancy Inui

Elizabeth Kendrick

Terrence McMahon

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Nancy Cooper
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